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" ceived the  prestigious Silver

The Herald reported recently
that half of our 9th and 10th grad-
ers in Miami-Dade County were
able to perform at their grade lev-
el on the mandated FCAT reading
exam.

At Miami Lighthouse for the
Blind, our kids have had many
successes recently. Did you know
that a student has two choices of
FCAT format — print or Braille?

Because of our commitment to
Braille literacy, two of our stu-
dents tock top honors at the South
Florida Regional Braille Chal-
lenge, winning first and second
place. Our first-place winner goes
on to the National Braille Chal-
lenge for the second year ina row.
Another one of our students, To-
mas Ramon Cacicedo, just re-

Knight Math Award.
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Lihthcuse students excel

What's our secret? The stu-

. dents are motivated and they have

learned that hard work pays off.
They have to overcome barriers
every dav.

The training they receive at Mi-
arni Lighthouse, in addition to giv-
ing them the skills they need to
function independently and suc-
ceed academically, bolsters their
confidence and instills an attitude
of what I call “able-ness.” Blind
and visually impaired kids learn
this attitude at Miami Lighthouse
as we create an atmosphere of
ability and learning.

We are empowering these stu-
dents to compete in a sighted
world. These are our next engi-

neers, lawvers and teachers de-

spite their vision loss.

CEO, Miami Lighthouse

— Yirginia A. Jacko, president and _



